







Page No.  207








Minute Book No. 4







HEMSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL









Minutes 2011/12
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

4 October 2011
Present:
Councillors Upson (Chairman), Draper, S. Gilliver-Cooper, 


S.L. Gilliver-Cooper, Kenyon, McIntyre, Pickin, Richardson, Swift,


Westmorland & Wootton.
Apologies:
Councillor Wilson.

27 members of the public were in attendance. 

The Chairman welcomed the members of public to the meeting.
194 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Mr R. Warren – Hemsworth: Is it a fact that items to be discussed at a meeting should be on an agenda? If this is so why did Councillor Upson discuss issues at a Special Council meeting that related to Councillor Kenyon and were not on the agenda which amounted to a personal attack on a fellow Councillor?

Mark Wilson (Fire Brigade Union) – I would like to have the opportunity to explain the current proposals and public consultation re: West Yorkshire Fire Brigade Draft Integrated Risk Management Action Plan 2012-13 and the significant issues that could affect your Community. I would like to ask the Council to support the Fire Brigade Union and would ask you to consider having a meeting with me so as I can explain matters further.

At this point in the meeting the Chairman allowed Mark to explain further issues and gave the Councillors and members of the public the opportunity to ask any questions to Mr Wilson.

Mr Evans – Hemsworth: At a meeting in August the Chairman made a verbal personal attack on a fellow Councillor. What was his reason for doing this?

I believe the personal attack was premeditated and I therefore ask “are you a fit and proper person to be the Chairman” and “do your fellow Councillors think you are a fit and proper person to be a Chairman”? 

Mrs. Marrs – Hemsworth: No question was asked however Mrs Marrs commented about the Labour Party and stated that she was undertaking a campaign to do a vote of no confidence in the Council.
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194 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - continued


Mr Gareth Tinker – Hemsworth: What qualifications has Saul Homes got in 
doing football facilities?

Lyn Thorley – Hemsworth: I would like to ask the Councillors, especially the 
South Ward Councillors, what help they gave to Mrs Marrs to keep her 
centre 
open?


Mr. Gary Tinker – Hemsworth:  Regarding the last Public Question Time why 
was no proper answers given to the questions asked?


Mr. R. Warren – Hemsworth: Please could you tell me why a vote was taken 
to remove me from a previous meeting when I had already left the meeting 
of my own accord?


Mr D. Appleton – Hemsworth: I would like to raise an issue on how this 
Town Council is run. Past practice for this Council has been to go through 
the 
minutes page by page. This Council is already denying the opposition 
Councillors not to go onto committees so therefore this Council should go 
through the minutes page by page as it is important to the spectators to hear 
the answers. Why are the Council denying the opposition Councillors this 
facility?
195 
TO RECEIVE DISCLOSURES BY MEMBERS OF INTERESTS IN MATTERS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION
Personal
Personal Interests which are Prejudicial
Councillor Pickin declared a Personal Interest in Agenda Item 7d and a Personal Interest which is Prejudicial in agenda items 10 a & b & 11a.

196
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Town Council & Special Town Council meetings held 2nd August, 30th August & 13th September 2011 as detailed in Minute Book No. 3, pages 126 – 139, 140 – 142 & 187 - 188 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
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196
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS - continued
Town Council Meeting held 2nd August 2011.
Councillor Kenyon requested information relating to Minute No. 144 and the Chairman stated that this would be dealt with in exclusion of press & public.

Councillor Westmorland moved the minutes as a true record. This was seconded by Councillor McIntyre.


RESOLVED: That the minutes were moved as a true record.

Special Town Council meeting held 30 August 2011.

Councillor Kenyon stated that the minutes of the meeting were totally inaccurate and did not contain a full transcript. The Chairman responded by asking Councillor Kenyon if it was correct that issues surrounding the minutes had been reported to the Standards Board. Councillor Kenyon stated that he had reported the matter to the Standards Board.

Councillor S. Gilliver-Cooper moved the minutes as a true record. This was seconded by Councillor McIntyre. 

Councillor Kenyon put forward the following amendment: that the minutes be deferred from being moved as a true record until the Standards Board had investigated the matter. Councillor Richardson seconded the amendment.

RESOLVED: That by a vote of 2 for and 9 against the amendment was defeated. The proposal was then put to the vote. By a vote of 9 for and 2 against the proposal to move the minutes as a true record was approved.

The minutes were moved as a true record and the Chairman signed the 
minutes.

At this point in the meeting the Chairman issued a general warning to the 
public to refrain from being disruptive.
Special Town Council meeting held 13 September 2011.


Councillor Swift moved the minutes as a true record. This was seconded by 
Councillor McIntyre. 


Councillor Kenyon requested details relating to the asset valuation as at 31 
March 2010. The Chairman stated that at this point in the meeting the 
question being asked is are the minutes a true record.


RESOLVED: That by a vote of 9 for and 2 against the minutes were moved as 
a true record.
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197   
COMMITTEE & SUB COMMITTEE MEETINGS
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of Committees & Sub Committees, as detailed in Minute Book No. 3, 2011/2012, be adopted:

PAGE NO. 

COMMITTEE


DATE

123 – 125

Special Policy


02 August 2011

143 - 186

Leisure & Recreation

06 September 2011
189 – 202

Finance


13 September 2011
195 – 196

Finance Sub


19 July 2011
197 


Finance Sub


18 August 2011
203 - 206

Policy



27 September 2011

The minutes were moved as a true record.


Councillor Kenyon requested details relating to Minute No. 129a. The 
Chairman stated that this would be discussed in exclusion of press & public. 
Councillor Kenyon stated that the Council should be answering questions in 
front of the public and being transparent and demanded questions to be 
answered. The Chairman asked Councillor Kenyon to respect the Chairs 
decision and an answer would be given later in the meeting. Councillor 
Kenyon continued to 
question the Chairman at which point the Chairman 
issued a final warning to Councillor Kenyon on his disruptive behavior.


Councillors Kenyon & Richardson requested additional information on 
Minute No.s 163, 168, 184 (b) & 192 and it was agreed that these could be 
raised in exclusion of press & public.


The Clerk responded to Councillor Richardson request for clarification of the 
grant approved -Minute No. 178.
198
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

RESOLVED: That in accordance with Minute No. 278 (14/11/95), the accounts for payment, as examined and approved under Minute No. 176 of the Finance Committee held on 13 September 2011, be confirmed for payment. 

199
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence:
a. West Yorkshire Local Transport Plan


It was agreed that the details provided by the Clerk be noted and a 

copy of the newsletter to be circulated to all Town Councillors.
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199
CORRESPONDENCE - continued
b. West Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Authority – Draft Integrated Risk Management Action Plan 2012-13 – Public Consultation 

The Clerk gave details of the public consultation document and business 
cases in relation to the Draft Integrated Management Action Plan 
2012-13 
and informed members that if this Town Council wishes to make 
representations then the closing date for responses is 9 December 2011.


The Chairman informed members that Mark Wilson had raised issues 
surrounding the documents in public question time and asked the 
Councillors how they wished to proceed with this matter.

Councillor Pickin proposed that a meeting be arranged with Mark Wilson to 
discuss the matter further so that this Town Council can look to co-ordinate 
their response to the consultation document. This was seconded by 
Councillor Westmorland.


RESOLVED: That by a unanimous vote the proposal was carried and the Clerk 
was instructed to arrange a meeting as soon as possible.

c. Kinsley War Memorial – Diocese of Leeds Trustee


It was agreed that the information provided by the Clerk in relation to the 
delay in the transfer of the land be noted.


Councillor Pickin declared a personal interest in the next agenda item.

d. The Royal British Legion Branch – Poppy Appeal & Remembrance Day Parade


It was agreed that the information provided by the Clerk on the Poppy 
Appeal Organiser and the Remembrance Day Parade invite be noted and that 
the Council approve the purchase of the wreaths (same as previous years) 
for this year’s Poppy Appeal.
200
STANDING ORDERS 1d & 1e


Further to Minute No. 193d and the recommendation put forward by the 
Policy committee, members considered the changing of the present format 
on how public question time is undertaken and altering the Standing Orders 
accordingly.


The Chairman read out 10 rules for dealing with Public Question Time at 
Ordinary Meetings so as to help meetings run smoothly.


At this point in the meeting the Chairman once again asked members of the 
public to refrain from interrupting the meeting and gave a warning to Mr 
Turner that he would be asked to leave the meeting if he continued with his 
outbursts.
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200
STANDING ORDERS 1d & 1e - continued


Councillor Westmorland moved that this Town Council adopt the new rules 
for Public Question Time and the current Standing Orders are altered to 
accommodate this. This was seconded by Councillor Swift.


Councillor Kenyon stated that at the Annual Town meeting in May that twice 
as many people attended and Councillor Pickin chaired the meeting 
answering all questions put by the public so why can this Town Council not 
just answer the public questions at the meetings. Councillor Kenyon stated 
that he felt a change would mean more work for the Clerk who does not 
seem to be able to cope with her work now as she is not even answering 
questions that I submit as apparently this is stressing her. Councillor Kenyon 
stated that in introducing a new way of dealing with public question time  
would mean employing another Clerk and he felt that this Town Council had 
more than enough staff.


Councillor Richardson stated that they should be openness at Council 
meetings.


At this point in the meeting the Chairman had to ask Councillor Kenyon to 
once again respect the Chair and requested the members of public to refrain 
from disrupting the meeting.


RESOLVED: That by a vote of 9 for and 2 against the proposal to adopt the 
new rules for Public Question Time be adopted and the current Standing 
Orders be altered to accommodate this.

At this point in the meeting the Chairman requested that Standing Order 10 
be moved and that Mr Gary Tinker be excluded from the meeting due to his 
disruptive behaviuor.


RESOLVED: That by a vote of 9 for and 2 against the proposal was carried 


Mr Gary Tinker was then asked to leave the meeting.

201
WMDC - LIBRARY REVIEW

The Town Clerk gave details on information received from WMDC relating 
to the Cabinet agreeing to proceed to Stage 3 of the library review, which is 
to consult the public on the `Hub and Satellite Model of Provision. The Clerk 
informed members that questionnaires were available at the Community 
Centre for members of the public to complete.


It was agreed that the information be noted.
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Councillor Pickin having declared a personal interest which is prejudicial left the meeting taking no part in discussion on Planning and Licensing matters.
202
PLANNING MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported on the following:
a. Weekly planning lists, applications, acknowledgment of comments and notification of decisions.

It was agreed that the information received be noted.

b. Wakefield’s Site Specific Proposals – Development Plan Document.

It was agreed that the information provided by the Clerk be noted and that 
authority be given for her to attend the pre-hearing meeting and report back 
to the Council.
203
LICENSING MATTERS


The Town Clerk reported on the following:

a. Weekly Licensing Applications.

It was agreed that the details provided by the Clerk be noted.


Councillor Pickin returned to the meeting.

203
EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of business to be transacted, it is advisable, in the public interest, that the public and press are excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

204
QUESTIONS ON THE MINUTES

Councillor Kenyon asked if Minute No. 144 referred to him. The Chairman 
responded at which point Councillor Kenyon stated that he was aware of 16 
reports from members of the public and 6 from Councillors against the 
Chairman that had been referred to the Standards Committee.


Councillor Kenyon stated that the minutes of the meeting held 30 August 
2011 were not a true record. The Chairman stated that earlier in the meeting 
the minutes had been moved as a true record. 


At this point in the meeting Councillor Kenyon started to interrupt the 
Chairman and the Chairman gave Councillor Kenyon a warning that any 
further outbursts would result in him being excluded from the meeting.
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204
QUESTIONS ON THE MINUTES - continued

Councillor Pickin then explained to Councillor Kenyon that the minutes of 
meetings are not verbatim. The Chairman went on to explain further issues 
on the recording of minutes at which point Councillor Kenyon continued 
interrupting the Chairman.


The Chairman then moved that Councillor Kenyon be excluded from the 
meeting. This was seconded by Councillor McIntyre.


RESOLVED: That by a vote of 9 for and 2 against the proposal was carried and 
Councillor Kenyon was asked to leave the meeting (8.25 p.m.)


Councillor Richardson requested additional information in relation to a 
staffing matter (Minute No. 184b) and the Clerk responded 
accordingly.
205        CEMETERY ROAD CHANGING ROOMS – TENDERS FOR REFURBISHMENT

Members discussed the Consultants report and tenders received and matters raised at an earlier meeting. Discussion took place on pursuing the asset transfer policy re: football field, Cemetery Road with WMDC (refer to Minute No. 193b) and details relating to the cost implications.
Councillor Richardson gave his apologies and left the meeting (8.35 p.m.)


Councillor Westmorland proposed that the lowest tender received with the 
level one savings and including £1,000 for the Contingency element be 
approved. This was seconded by Councillor Swift.

RESOLVED: That by a unanimous vote the proposal was approved and the 
Clerk be given permission to issue an order for the work to commence, 
subject to planning approval on 28 October 2011.
The meeting closed @ 9.00 p.m.
Tina Pattison 

Town Clerk
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