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Minute 2009/10

Special Policy Committee
14 April 2010
Present:
Councillors Wootton (Chairman), Beck, Gilliver-Cooper, McIntyre, 


Mellows, Pickin, Upson, West, Westmorland & Wootton.
Apologies: 
None.

345
EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of business to be transacted, it is advisable, in the public interest, that the public and press are excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

346 
TO RECEIVE DISCLOSURES BY MEMBERS OF INTERESTS IN MATTERS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION:

(a) Personal

(b) Personal Interests which are Prejudicial

No disclosures were made.
347 
HEMSWORTH COMMUNITY – STRATEGIC PLANNING STRATEGY

The Town Clerk updated members on issues relating to the Strategic Projects which included items of correspondence received and an update on the outstanding judicial review costs. 
Members discussed additional information relating to the contract for the Sale of the Sports Complex and issues discussed at a meeting held with the Solicitor and District Valuer. Councillor West requested the Clerk to obtain clarification on a matter she raised in relation to WMDC.
The Clerk informed members that the reporter from the local press had contacted her and informed her that they were in receipt of the report produced by Steve Wells Associates, which had been commissioned by the Town Council, and that they were running a story on the contents of the report. The Clerk highlighted that the report was at this stage confidential and that this document had formed part of the Town Clerks report to Full Council in February and had only been issued to Town Councillors.

Members discussed recent negative press coverage and the fact that when the Town Council had responded previously to the paper, the Council had been unsuccessful in getting the truth printed.  
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347 
HEMSWORTH COMMUNITY – STRATEGIC PLANNING STRATEGY - continued
Councillor Upson circulated a document (flyer) he had produced which gave details of rumours being circulated and a recommended Town Council response. Members reviewed this document and agreed that the Town Council must approve a flyer to be circulated to residents putting out the Council’s response to negative/rumored information.


The Clerk referred members to this committee’s terms of reference and Councillor Upson stated that under the terms of reference this committee have authority to act and therefore must take steps to produce information to the public so as this Town Councils strategic projects are not put in jeopardy by untruths.

Councillor Wootton proposed that the flyer be accepted and approved and  subject to what maybe in the paper the following day; re: confidential report that authority is given to the Clerk and Councillor Upson to amend the flyer and have this printed and circulated to the Township so as to provide the residents with factual information. This was seconded by Councillor West.

RESOLVED: By a unanimous vote the proposal was carried.

It was further agreed that the updated information provided by the Clerk be noted and that the Clerk would obtain clarification for Councillor West on the matter he had raised.

Tina Pattison

Town Clerk


14 April 2010
Ref: PC02-0410.C15.15

